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Rezoning Rezoning Rezoning Rezoning ————    A change in 
the zoning classification or 
a parcel of land.  Zoning 
regulations delineate 
districts to govern the use, 
placement, spacing, and 
size of lands and buildings. 

AKA 

Application Fees for  
Z0ne Change Requests 

 

From any zone to General (G), Agricultural 
Residential (AR), Rural Residential (RR), or 
Residential Single Family (RS) zones 

...... $400, plus $10 per acre over 5 acres 

 

To Residential Multiple Family (RM), 
Commercial Neighborhood (CN), 
Commercial General (CG), Commercial 
Heavy (CH), Industrial Park (MP), Light 
Industrial (M-1), or Heavy Industrial 
(M-2) zones 

...... $400, plus $20 per acre over 5 acres 

 

To Mobile Home Park (MHP), Planned 
Residential Development (PRD), Planned 
Community (PC), Public and Semi-Public (PS), 
Open Space and Conservation (OS), Resort 
Commercial (RC), Parking (P), Mineral 
Resource (MR), or Residential and Mobile 
Home (RMH) zones 

...... $500, plus $20 per acre over 5 acres 

 

An application deadline and public hearing 

schedule is available on our website at: 
 

www.coconino.az.gov/commdev.aspx 

“Findings” for a Zone Change 
Within 21 days following the closing of the 

public hearing, the Planning and Zoning Commis-
sion shall make a decision based on the following 
findings of fact: 

1. That the change is consistent with the goals 
and policies of the Comprehensive Plan and 
the Zoning Ordinance; 

2. That the change is in the interest of or will 
further the public health, safety, comfort, 
convenience, and welfare; and 

3. That the change will not adversely affect the 
established character of the surrounding 
neighborhood nor be detrimental to adjacent 
properties. 

Based on these findings, the Commission shall 
recommend that the application be approved, ap-
proved with conditions, or denied. 

Approval Process 
Within 40 days after the Planning & Zoning 

Commission has made their recommendation on 
the zone change request, the Board of Supervisors 
will hold a public hearing on the case.  The Board 
will make a final decision based on the findings  of 
the Commission, their interpretation of the appli-
cable provisions, and any additional information 
that has been presented to them. 

Approval of a zone change 
to any of the commercial or in-
dustrial zones may be granted 
for development of the specific 
use or uses for which the rezon-
ing is requested.  If at the expi-
ration of this period the prop-
erty has not been improved for 
the use for which it was conditionally approved, 
the Board will schedule a public hearing to grant 
an extension, determine compliance with the 
schedule for development, or cause the property to 
revert to its former zoning classification. 

If an application is denied, a new application 
or request for the same or substantially the same 
change on the same property may not be filed 
within one year. 

Department of Community DevelopmenDepartment of Community DevelopmenDepartment of Community DevelopmenDepartment of Community Developmentttt    

2500 North Fort Valley Road, Building 1 
Flagstaff, Arizona 86001 
928.226.2700 or 1.800.559.9289 
www.coconino.az.gov/commdev.aspx 



Introduction 
Zoning—the designa-
tion of land uses by 
type—is the tool used 
in Coconino County to 
regulate development.  
As a community grows, 

a parcel’s existing zoning classification may 
no longer fit the needs of area.  For this rea-
son, the zone change, or rezoning, is avail-
able as a land planning tool.  The zoning map 
and zoning regulations may be amended in 
accordance with Section 20.4 of the Cocon-
ino County Zoning Ordinance. A change in 
the boundaries of any zone may be initiated 
by a property owner, the Planning and Zon-
ing Commission, or the County Board of Su-
pervisors. 

A zone change is considered when the 
proposal promotes the objectives of the 
County Comprehensive Plan and any appli-
cable Area Plan.  Amendments to either of 
these may be necessary before filing an appli-
cation for rezoning. 

Prior to the 
submission of an 
application for a 
zone change, the 
applicant should 
hold preliminary 
consultations with 
the Department of 
Community Devel-
opment.  Not only is 
this step required, 
but it is meant to 
provide the appli-
cant guidance be-
fore entering into 
binding commit-
ments or incurring 
substantial expense 
in the preparation 
of plans, surveys, 
and other data. 

Requesting a Zone Change  as outlined in Section 20.4 of the Coconino County Zoning Ordinance 

The Application 
A property owner desiring to propose a zone change 

may file an application with the Director of Community 
Development. 

Completed applications are scheduled for first re-
view at a Planning and Zoning Commission “study ses-
sion” one month prior to the formal public hearing. 

Prior to the study session each 
application is assigned to one of the 
County’s staff planners. The planner 
assigned to the case may contact the 
applicant for additional information 
as necessary. 

The staff review study session 
occurs at 3pm and the Commission study session meeting 
occurs at 4pm at the County Administrative Center. Ap-
plicants are encouraged to attend to respond to questions 
raised by Commission members and staff. The idea is for 
the Commission to raise potential concerns which should 
be addressed by staff in analyzing the application. 

The staff report generally in-
cludes a recommendation for ap-
proval or denial, and includes condi-
tions which must be met. Applicants 
should study these conditions and be 
prepared to respond to them at the 
hearing. It often helps to discuss the 
conditions with the staff planner who 
prepared the report prior to the hear-
ing. 

At the hearing, cases are called 
in the order shown on the agenda. 
Sometimes staff can estimate when cases will 
come up, but to be safe applicants should be 
there at the start of the 5:30pm hearing. When 
the case comes up staff presents the report and 
recommendation. 

During the hearing, the applicant will 
have an opportunity to make a brief presenta-
tion. Following questions to the applicant, the 
Commission Chairman opens the public hear-
ing. Anyone with comments pertinent to the 
case will be heard. In reaching a decision, the 
Commission considers the staff report as well 
as the presentation of the applicant, public 
testimony, and their 
own knowledge of 
the area. 

Based on the 
“findings” (as out-
lined on the re-
verse), the Commis-
sion then acts on the 
application by ap-
proving the case with conditions as recom-
mended by staff or as modified by the Com-
mission at the hearing, or they may deny the 
request. If the Commission decides that more 
information is needed, they may continue the 
case to a future hearing.  The Commission’s 
recommendation is then forwarded to the 
Board of Supervisors for a final decision. 

1. Address and legal description of the property; 

2. An accurate scale drawing of the site and the 
surrounding area showing existing streets and 
property lines for a distance illustrating the 
relationship to and impact on the surrounding 

area; 

3. A list of all owners of properties located within 
300 feet of the property (as outlined in Section 
20.2—Citizen Participation Plan—of the Zoning 

Ordinance);  

4. A non-refundable filing fee (see reverse); and 

5. Any additional information or maps necessary to 
determine whether the change is consistent with 

the objectives of the Zoning Ordinance. 

Review & Public Hearing 
About two weeks prior to the Com-

mission hearing, the case is advertised in 
the Legal Notice section of the local 
newspaper, a sign containing a descrip-
tion of the proposal is posted on the 
property, and neighboring property 
owners are notified of the hearing. 
County staff will make a site investiga-
tion looking at adjacent land uses and 
analyzing the potential impacts of the 
zone change. 

At this time staff will prepare a re-
port analyzing the application. The re-
port is generally available (and is mailed 
to the applicant) on the Wednesday pre-
ceding the hearing; the hearing agenda 
is also established at this time. Cases are 
placed on the agenda in the order in 
which applications are filed, so applica-
tions filed early are heard first. 

continued on reverse  

Components of an Application for Rezoning 


